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L Registration Report 

The 1996 Master Roll of Attorneys contained the names of 68,819 attorneys as of October 3I,1996, after 

which date the Commission began the 1997 registration process. This total does not include the 1,872 

attomeys who first took their oath of offrce in November or December 1996. The total number of attorneys 

licensed to practice law in Illinois for 7996 reflects a continued growth since 1985 of 3o/o eachyeat, and an 

overall increase of 40%. 

Chart A shows further demographic information for attorneys registered in 1996 and Chart B shows the 

breakdown by the registration categories set forth in Rule 756. 

Chart A: Age, Gender and Years in Practicefor Attorneys Registered in 1996 
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Chart B: Registration Categories for 1996 
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Charts C and D show the distribution by Judicial Circuit and by County of the 52,589 registered attorneys 
who report a principal business address in Illinois. 

In addition to the 9,760 attorneys who pay a reduced fee because they neither practice nor reside nor are 
employed in the state, another 6,4 70 attorneys report a business address outside Illinois but register to be able 
to practice in Illinois. Those 16,230 attorneys are not included in Charts C and D. 

Chart C: Registration By Judicial Districts for 1996 



Chart D: Registered Attorneys by County 

II. Report on Disciplinary Matters and Non-Disciplinary 
Action Affecting Attorney Status 

A. Investigations 

During 1996, the Commission docketed 
6,801 investigations, a slight increase of 5% 
over the 6,505 investigations docketed in 1995. 
Those 6,801 investigations involved charges 
against 4,451 different attorneys. This means 
that about 7% of the registered attorneys 
became the subject of a complaint in 1996, a 
figure which is consistent over the past several 
years. A little over a quarter of the 4,451 attorneys were the subject of more than one investigation, as shown 
above. 
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Charts 1 and 2 below report the classification of investigations docketed in 1996, based on an initial 
assessment of the nature of the misconduct alleged, if any, and the type of legal context in which the facts 
apparently arose. Chart 1 reflects that the most frequent areas of complaint, which are alleged in more than 
50% of all investigations, are: neglect of the client's cause, incompetence, failure to communicate with the 
client, fraudulent or deceptive activity, and excessive fees. 

As with prior years, the three areas of practice most likely to lead to a complaint of attorney misconduct 
are domestic relations, criminal law, and tort, as shown in Chart 2. 

Chart 1: Classification of Charges Docketed in 1996 by Violation Alleged 
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Chart 2: Classification of Charges Docketed 
in 1996 by Area of Law 

If an investigation fails to reveal provable 
misconduct, the Administrator will close the 
investigation. If an investigation produces 
evidence of misconduct, the case is referred to the 
Inquiry B~PI!t. The Inquiry Board operates in 
panels of three, composed of two attorneys and 
one nonlawyer, all appointed by the Commission. 
An Inquiry Board has authority to vote a formal 
complaint if it finds evidence to support a charge, 
to close an investigation if it does not so find, or 
to defer the investigation and place an attorney on 
supervision under the direction of the panel 
pursuant to Commission Rule 108. The 
Administrator cannot pursue formal charges 
without authorization by an Inquiry Board panel. 

Comparatively few investigations result in the 
filing of formal charges. Charts 3 and 4 show the 
number of investigations docketed and terminated 
during 1996, and the type of action which 
terminated the investigations. 

Chart 3: Investigations Docketed in 1996 
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Chart 4: Action Concluding Investigations 
in 1996 
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B. Hearing Matters 

Once an Inquiry Board panel authorizes the filing of charges, a formal complaint setting forth all 
allegations of misconduct pending against the attorney is filed, and the matter proceeds before the Hearing 
Board. The Hearing Board functions much like a trial court in a civil case and is comprised of three panel 
members, two lawyers and one nonlawyer, appointed by the Commission. Upon filing and service of the 
complaint, the case becomes public. In addition to complaints alleging misconduct filed pursuant to Supreme 
Court Rule 753, and complaints alleging conviction of a criminal offense under Rule 761, the Hearing Board 
also entertains petitions for reinstatement pursuant to Rule 7 67, petitions for transfer to inactive status because 
of impairment pursuant to Rule 758, and petitions for restoration to active status pursuant to Rule 759. 

Chart 6 shows the activity before the Hearing Board in 1996. The number of disciplinary complaints 
increased from 99 in 1995 to a record high of 121 in 1996. 

Although traditionally, most of the lawyers who are the subject of disciplinary sanctions have been in 
practice ten or more years, there is a growing number of formal disciplinary complaints being filed against 
attorneys in practice for fewer than ten years, including several against lawyers who have been licensed for 
under five years. Of the 121 disciplinary complaints filed in 1996, 18 or 15% were filed against attorneys 
less than ten years in practice, and 12 or 10% were filed against attorneys in practice for five years or less. 
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Charts 7 A and 7B show the types of misconduct alleged in the 121 disciplinary complaints filed during 
1996 and the areas of practice in which the alleged misconduct arose. In large part, the categories most 
frequently seen in formal complaints track the categories most frequently seen in the initial charges, as reported 
in Charts 1 and 2. 

Chart 7A: Types of Misconduct Alleged in Complaints Filed Before Hearing Board in 1996 
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